Resolution
Whereas the Wolfner Library, located in the James C. Kirkpatrick

State Information Center in Jefferson City, provides free 

library services to any Missourian who is unable to use 

standard print materials due to a visual or physical disability; 

and

Whereas the Wolfner Library is playing an integral role in 

implementing a digitally-based recorded talking book system for the free national library operated by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), a component of the Library of Congress; and

Whereas, the Wolfner Library was selected as one of the eight 

pre-launch libraries in the Nation for distributing 500 digital
talking book machines and NLS flash cartridges which are 

designed to eventually replace the analog cassette talking book machines, and

Whereas, Dr. Richard Smith, Director of the Wolfner Library, 

sought the advice of the Wolfner Advisory Council regarding

distribution priorities for the first 500 digital talking book players in Missouri as well as other planning activities; and  

Whereas, the Wolfner Library, with assistance from the Friends of 

the Wolfner Library, has obtained 6,600 flash memory cartridges to be used in duplicating digital books for the new digital talking books as well as 4,000 mailing containers for the new memory cartridges; and 

Whereas, the Wolfner Library successfully implemented the 

Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) project which is expected to increase dramatically when Missouri patrons are able to download books to the USB port on the NLS digital talking machines; and 

Whereas, the Wolfner Library was able to successfully distribute 
436 standard and 82 advanced digital talking players and 960 digital books during the first week of availability of the NLS state pre-launch project; and 
Whereas, when contacted with regard to the availability of an 

additional 225 pre-launch NLS digital talking machines, the
 Wolfner Library was able to successfully place them with Missouri patrons; and 

Whereas, the Wolfner Library continues to be recognized 

nationally as a leader in the transition to digital talking book cartridges and machines; 
Now, therefore be it resolved that the Wolfner Library Advisory 
Council commends Dr. Richard Smith, Director of the Wolfner Library, and his staff for their leadership and foresight in the planning for and implementing of the transition to digital talking books and digital talking book machines; and  

The Wolfner Library Advisory Council wishes to acknowledge 
these outstanding efforts by notifying appropriate leadership in Missouri state government, the National Library Service in the Library of Congress and appropriate consumer groups.

Adopted by unanimous vote of the Wolfner Advisory Council on 

August 21, 2009, in Jefferson City, Missouri    
